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[bookmark: _heading=h.usu1ggj2jxw5]PRESS RELEASE: Summer adventures mapped: discover 62 UNESCO places across the UK
Date (embargoed until): 00:01 24th July 2026
From neolithic geoparks and pioneering industrial sites to vibrant creative cities and extraordinary natural environments, visitors/tourists can discover 62 UNESCO-designated places across the UK this summer with an updated illustrated map published by the UK National Commission for UNESCO.
Available to download for free, the map draws together the UK’s World Heritage Sites, Creative Cities, Global Geoparks and Biosphere Reserves, all to one space. Up-to-the-minute and inspiring, the map offers insight for interesting days out, longer holiday staycations/journeys and new discoveries during the summer holidays.
Designed by Birmingham-based creative cartographer Tom Woolley, the map spotlights the remarkable sites across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland that have received international recognition from UNESCO, with his creative flair. 
Take in the spectacular Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales or the wild rugged beauty of Scotland’s Flow Country. Explore the libraries of Manchester, Norwich or Edinburgh, or discover the UK’s newest UNESCO Creative City of Literature in Aberystwyth. Scale the mountains of the English Lake District or explore the peaks and caves of Fforest Fawr. Uncover stories and folklore of the Giant’s Causeway, Stonehenge or the Heart of Neolithic Orkney.
Visitors can breathe in the sea air in Brighton and Lewes, North Devon or the English Riviera; follow the northernmost frontiers of the Roman Empire on foot or by bicycle; stroll through one of Europe’s great spa towns in Bath; or explore the industrial heritage at Ironbridge, Blaenavon and New Lanark.
They can also experience live music in Glasgow, Belfast or Liverpool, discover design in Dundee, encounter centuries of craft in Perth, or enjoy a festival beneath the stars at Jodrell Bank, one of the world’s leading radio-astronomy observatories.
The UK is home to 31 World Heritage Sites, 14 Creative Cities, 10 Global Geoparks and 7 Biosphere Reserves. Together, these 62 places form a national network spanning internationally important heritage, creativity, science, landscapes and communities.
Many are free to visit and accessible by public transport. Whether looking for adventure, culture, nature or a relaxed family day out, the map makes it easier to discover some of the world’s most remarkable places - often much closer to home than people might expect.
The original map was produced by the UK National Commission for UNESCO through its Local to Global programme, with support from the GREAT Campaign and The National Lottery Heritage Fund, thanks to National Lottery players. It has now been updated to reflect the growth of the UK’s UNESCO network.
[bookmark: _heading=h.fyeql2esx98q]
Anna Nsubuga, UK Ambassador and Permanent Delegate to UNESCO, said:
“Across the UK, UNESCO designations bring our international commitment to education, culture, science and sustainable development to life. They include places of extraordinary beauty, creativity and historic importance, but they are also living communities- using international collaboration and local knowledge to protect heritage, support learning and create a more sustainable future.
“I have had the privilege of visiting UNESCO places across the UK and seeing first-hand the ambition, expertise and dedication of the people who care for them. I hope this map encourages people to discover the remarkable UNESCO places on their doorstep, as well as those further afield, and to experience everything they have to offer.”
James Bridge, Chief Executive and Secretary-General of the UK National Commission for UNESCO, said:
“The updated UNESCO in the UK map shows at a glance the extraordinary breadth of our national network-from globally significant landscapes and historic places to centres of scientific discovery and creative innovation.
“These are not simply places recognised for what they preserve. They are active partnerships using culture, heritage, science and creativity to benefit their communities and respond to some of the defining challenges of our time. We hope the map inspires people to explore familiar places with fresh eyes and to discover somewhere completely new this summer.”
Stuart McLeod, Director of England – London & South at The National Lottery Heritage Fund, said: 
“UNESCO recognises and protects some of the UK's most significant and treasured heritage. This beautifully illustrated map showcases the extraordinary breadth of these places, from Cornwall's historic mining landscapes and the Giant's Causeway in Northern Ireland to the dramatic North West Highlands of Scotland. Thanks to National Lottery players, we are proud to help people connect with the heritage, culture and landscapes that make these places so special. We hope the map inspires visitors of all ages to discover somewhere new, support local communities and enjoy the UK's remarkable heritage this summer.”
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[bookmark: _heading=h.a4gijpsh002z]The illustrated map
The free illustrated map brings together the UK’s World Heritage Sites, Creative Cities, Global Geoparks and Biosphere Reserves.
It was designed by Birmingham-based creative cartographer Tom Woolley and first published in 2023 as part of the UK National Commission for UNESCO’s Local to Global programme.
The updated map can be downloaded from: https://unesco.org.uk/our-network
[bookmark: _heading=h.6nfjh3i1db9k]UNESCO
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization—UNESCO—uses education, culture, science, communication and information to help build peace, advance sustainable development and encourage international cooperation.

[bookmark: _heading=h.i1iiypjzbo7]About the UK National Commission for UNESCO
The UK National Commission for UNESCO is a constitutional part of the United Kingdom’s membership of UNESCO.
As an independent body funded by the UK Government, it brings the benefits of UNESCO programmes and international agreements to government, academic communities, UNESCO-designated places and wider civil society across the UK. It also helps ensure that UK expertise and experience contribute to UNESCO’s global aims and activities.
Further information is available from www.unesco.org.uk.
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World Heritage Sites are places recognised under the UNESCO World Heritage Convention as having cultural or natural significance of outstanding universal value.
There are 31 World Heritage properties located within the United Kingdom.
Further information: whc.unesco.org/en/list/
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The UNESCO Creative Cities Network supports cooperation between cities that place creativity and cultural industries at the heart of sustainable urban development.
The UK has 14 UNESCO Creative Cities working across crafts and folk art, design, film, gastronomy, literature, media arts and music.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gb9imfinmu8p]UNESCO Global Geoparks
UNESCO Global Geoparks are single, unified geographical areas in which landscapes and sites of international geological significance are managed through an integrated approach to protection, education and sustainable development.
The UK has nine UNESCO Global Geoparks.
Further information: unesco.org/en/iggp/geoparks
[bookmark: _heading=h.x89an9dwpkm6]UNESCO Biosphere Reserves
UNESCO Biosphere Reserves are “learning places for sustainable development”. They bring communities, researchers and organisations together to test interdisciplinary approaches to managing interactions between people and the natural environment.
Each Biosphere promotes locally developed solutions that reconcile the conservation of biodiversity with its sustainable use.
The UK has six UNESCO Biosphere Reserves.
Further information: unesco.org/en/mab
[bookmark: _heading=h.4r2jd3oyn1cl]About the Local to Global programme
Local to Global is led by the UK National Commission for UNESCO and supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, thanks to National Lottery players.
The programme strengthens collaboration between UNESCO-designated places, supports community participation and helps sites demonstrate and increase the value they create for people, places and the environment.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1w2qfa5jtg3l]About The National Lottery Heritage Fund
As the largest funder of the UK’s heritage, The National Lottery Heritage Fund invests money raised by National Lottery players to connect people and communities with heritage.
Its vision is for heritage to be valued, cared for and sustained for everyone, now and in the future.
Further information is available from www.heritagefund.org.uk.
Follow @HeritageFundUK on social media and use #HeritageFund and #NationalLottery.
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For press enquiries, please contact:
Matthew Rabagliati
 Head of Policy, Research and Communications
 UK National Commission for UNESCO
 mrabagliati@unesco.org.uk
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